
  

  

May 10, 2018 
 
  
To the Ontario Alliance of First Nations and Non-First Nations:  
 
Andrea Horwath and the NDP recognize the importance of a thriving and 
sustainable forest industry to Northern Ontario and the province as a whole. An NDP 
government will stand with forestry and mill workers to defend good, sustainable jobs.  
  
In partnership with First Nations, communities and stakeholder groups like the Ontario 
Forest Industries Association (OFIA), we will develop a Provincial Forest Strategy 
to strengthen the sector and protect the long-term sustainability of our forests. We will 
work to ensure that the forestry sector has access to an annual allowable cut that 
is sustainable and allows the industry to grow and thrive.  
  
The NDP is proud to have enacted the Crown Forest Sustainability Act when in 
government over two decades ago, and we firmly support its successful approach to 
protecting the environment and species at risk.   
  
Since 2012, funding for the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry has been 
slashed under the euphemism of “MNRF Transformation”. Annual funding for the Forest 
Access Road program has only recently been restored to where it was ten 
years ago. The Ontario NDP will stop the cuts to MNRF.  
  
We support the principle of public power, which made Ontario an economic powerhouse 
for a century. We will return Hydro One to public ownership and control, end unfair 
rural delivery rates, and reduce electricity costs by 30%. We will continue supporting 
northern industries under the Northern Industrial Electricity Rate Program. We will end 
the mismanagement of Ontario’s electricity system and ensure that energy planning 
decisions are based on evidence and independent expert analysis – not the self-
serving politics that have driven energy policy for the last two decades.  
  



  

  

The Ontario NDP supports climate change action that is fair, effective and 
transparent — where the benefits and burdens are shared fairly, and no one is left 
behind. We will protect jobs in energy-intensive, trade-exposed industries, and ensure 
that they can compete on a level playing field. We also recognize the potential of next-
generation forestry products and technologies in mitigating the impacts of climate 
change and helping Ontario meet its international obligations.  
  
Northern members of our caucus have played an essential role in writing a platform 
that will speak to Northerners and address the concerns they’ve been expressing. We 
know how important the forestry sector is to Northern life, the environment and the 
economy. We will continue to work in partnership with the OFIA, forestry and mill 
workers, First Nations, Northern communities and other stakeholders to ensure that the 
forestry sector remains sustainable and strong.  
  
Best,   
 
Ontario's New Democrats  


